CHAPTER  IV
THE MON HEGEMONY
WARERU, who seized Martaban in 1281, is said to have been a
Shan pedlar born at Donwun in Thaton district. He took service
with the ruler of Sukhotai, became Captain of the Guard,
eloped with his chiefs daughter and ran away to seek his fortune
in Burma. After gaining possession of Martaban, he joined
hands with Tarabya of Pegu in expelling the Burmese governors
from the Mon country. In 1287, when they had successfully
completed their task, Tarabya tried to seize Wareru, but failed
and was murdered by his colleague. Wareru thereupon obtained
the recognition of China as the ruler of Lower Burma and
founded a kingdom which lasted until 1539. Martaban was its
first capital, and remained so until 1369. It stretched southwards
as far as Tenasserim for a time; but there were constant
boundary disputes with Siam, which ultimately secured all the
territory south of Tavoy.
Wareru's chief monument today is the dhammathat which
bears his name and is the earliest law-book in Burma still extant.
It consists of laws ascribed to the ancient Indian sage, Manu,
and brought to Burma by Hindu colonists. The collection was
made at Wareru's command, by monks from the writings of
earlier Mon scholars preserved in the monasteries of his
kingdom.
When the kingdom of Ayuthia was founded in 1350, the
Siamese claimed the Mon provinces of Tenasserim, Moulmein
and Martaban. A Siamese raid in 1363 forced the Mon king to
abandon Martaban, and for a short time the capital was estab-
lished at Donwun, Wareru's birthplace. In 1369, however,
Binnya U (1353-85) set up his palace at Pegu, which from this
time onwards became the Mon capital. His successor,
Razadarit (1385-1423), aswe have seen in the previous chapter,
defended his realm successfully against repeated attacks by
the Burmese and the Shans. He was an able administrator, who
maintained law and order with a firm hand. According to
34